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Abstract
The objectives of this research article are to 1) analyze the dynamics of the cultural

industry policy of the Republic of Korea between 1961-2022, and 2) examine the impact of
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these policies on the identity construction of Thai youth. This study employed a qualitative
research methodology, the study conducted a documentary analysis of relevant policy
documents, master plans, and legislation. This was supplemented by fieldwork comprising
in-depth interviews with youth groups in Southern Thailand.

The findings indicate a substantial paradigm shift in South Korea's cultural policy,
transitioning from a “Control State” during the authoritarian era to a “Strategic Patron State”
in the neoliberal era. This shift predominantly emphasizes the export of the content industry
as a form of soft power. The impacts on Thai youth are manifested across four primary
dimensions: 1) media exposure and psychology, 2) consumption behavior and aesthetics, 3)
identity construction, and 4) economic constraints within marginalized areas.

A key finding indicates that Thai youth are not merely passive recipients who are
culturally assimilated, but rather an “Active Audience” that engages in negotiation and
integrates elements of Korean culture into their own traditional ways of life. This process
contributes to the construction of Thai youth identity in ways that are consistent with the
Thai social context. Nevertheless, the proactive policies of the South Korean government
have also created inequalities in access to cultural capital among youth in peripheral regions,
who must bear the “cost of fandom” and adapt their media consumption practices
differently from youth in metropolitan areas. This study argues that the success of the
Korean cultural industry is not accidental; rather, it is the result of state strategies aimed at
adapting to the digital platform era and developing a strong cultural ecosystem.

Keywords: Korean Cultural Policy, Cultural Industry, Soft Power, Identity Construction, Thai Youth
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