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Abstract
This academic article aimed to manage knowledge of the Phi Bung Tao cultural tradition
in Phu Ruea District, Loei Province. The Loei Provincial Cultural Office, Phu Ruea District

authorities, and local communities collaboratively organized consultative meetings to brainstorm
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in response to community needs to identify knowledge related to the Phi Bung Tao cultural
tradition. The identified knowledge was intended to serve as a foundation for area development
planning and cultural tourism management. The study was guided by the concepts of knowledge
management, community participation, creative folklore, and invented tradition. A participatory
approach was employed in the cultural knowledge management process, providing opportunities
for stakeholders from all sectors to jointly identify methods for knowledge exploration, locate
local wisdom holders, determine the qualifications of knowledge management participants, and
establish the steps and procedures for managing knowledge related to the Phi Bung Tao cultural
tradition. The results revealed that Phi Bung Toal cultural tradition is an invented tradition
created by the community to support tourism in Loei Province. The participants agreed that the
Phi Bung Tao cultural tradition was within the scope of local wisdom and the specific culture of
Phu Ruea District, reflecting the resolution of agricultural products that related to local
livelihoods and traditions. Additionally, the participatory process employed for the knowledge
management consisted of 5 steps: 1) Knowledge identification: participants took part in
identifying sources of information, such as village heads, local scholars, and tourism management
groups to share tacit knowledge embedded in their own experiences and attitudes; 2) Knowledge
creation: participants took part in creating knowledge and organized the knowledge into a
systematic framework; 3) Knowledge storage and accessibility: participants suggested recording
the knowledge through printed materials, books, and the database created at the district and
sub-district levels; 4) Knowledge dissemination: participants suggested guidelines for disseminating
knowledge to educational institutions, communities, sub-district administrative organizations, and
tourism agencies; and 5) Knowledge application: Participants utilized the knowledge for tourism
communication, the development of cultural products, and the planning of tourism
mManagement

Keywords: Knowledge management, Phi bung tao culture, Invented tradition, Ban hai tak
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