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Abstract

This research article aims to investigate the construction of gender in Bupphesannivas,
a novel by Rompaeng, with a focus on analyzing the relationship between gender roles and
social class structures through textual analysis. The study is conducted within the frameworks
of gender studies, feminist theory, and patriarchy. The analysis is divided according to
representations of masculinity and femininity within the noble class (mun nai) and the
commoner and slave classes (phrai and that).

The findings reveal that: 1) masculinity within the noble class is constructed through
the roles of men as pillars of the kingdom. At the same time, they are expected to maintain
their status as heads of households. Masculinity is also represented through the role of
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surviving within the feudal social system, and ultimately through the darker dimensions of
power, violence, and status preservation. 2) Femininity within the noble class is constructed
through the ideal image of the virtuous woman. In addition, forms of gender negotiation are
also evident. 3) Masculinity within the commoner and slave classes is characterized by
service and submission, clearly reflected in the roles of laborers and subordinates. It also
appears through the role of protectors acting under orders and, ultimately, through loyalty
and self-sacrifice. 4) Femininity within the commoner and slave classes is represented
differently. Among commoners, femininity is constrained by class boundaries and expressed
through public labor and painful freedom. Among slaves, femininity is reflected through the
roles of servants, loyal followers, and emotional expressers, and ultimately through the body
as a symbol of social class. The findings further indicate that gender is constructed through
the intersection of patriarchy and overlapping class systems, resulting in gendered power
relations that vary according to social status. The novel not only reproduces the existing
social order but also functions as a discursive space in which characters negotiate between
feminist ideas and traditional values. This reflects the fluid nature of gender and its capacity
for continual reinterpretation and reconstruction.

Keywords: Gender, Bupphesannivas, Rompaeng, Commoner-slave class., Power relations
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