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Abstract

This academic article aims to examine the relationship between language and Thai
music by focusing on the classification of Thai musical instruments and the use of linguistic
modifiers arising from musical performance. The study employs the concept of language music
interaction as an analytical framework and draws on documentary sources from Thai
musicology and performance practices.

Thai musical instruments are classified based on performance verbs Did (pluck), Si
(bow), Ti (strike), and Pao (blow) rather than sound-producing mechanisms, as commonly

found in Western music classification systems. Furthermore, these verbs are systematically
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expanded through linguistic modifiers that describe performance techniques, bodily
movement, direction, airflow, and sound qualities. The study highlights that the Thai language
functions not only as a means of naming musical actions but also as a conceptual framework
that organizes musical knowledge and performance practices. This demonstrates a close and
dynamic relationship between language and music in Thai cultural contexts, where linguistic
structures play a central role in shaping musical classification and transmission.

Keywords: Language and Music Relationship, Thai Musical Instrument Classification, Linguistic

Modifiers, Thai Musical Performance, Thai Language
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