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Abstract

This research aims to (1) study the context and role of Buddhist art learning
centers in Chiang Rai Province, (2) analyze approaches to Buddhist art education that promote
local identity, and (3) synthesize development guidelines for Buddhist art learning centers that
align with the “Chiang Rai, the City of Art” strategy. The study employs a mixed-methods
approach, combining qualitative research methods—such as in-depth interviews, focus group
discussions, and participant observation—with content and documentary analysis.

1. The research findings reveal that: Buddhist art learning centers in Chiang Rai
play a vital role as hubs for transmitting knowledge on Buddhist art and local culture. These
centers operate through collaboration between government agencies, private sectors, local
communities, and local wisdom teachers. Their roles span educational functions, cultural
preservation, and the inspiration of creative expression among youth.

2. Effective learning approaches that promote local identity involve integrating
local wisdom into participatory learning activities. These include Lanna art, Buddhist painting,
sculpture, wood carving, and the application of modern technologies such as virtual exhibitions
and digital media. This approach not only enhances artistic skills but also fosters spiritual
development and cultural pride among learners.

3. Future development should focus on positioning the centers as proactive
mechanisms to drive the city’s art strategy by building partnerships with local and international
networks. Key strategies include flexible internal management, the professional development
of traditional art mentors with 21st-century skills, creating learning center networks in art-rich
districts, utilizing technology in learning processes, and implementing continuous public
engagement campaigns. Overall, Buddhist art learning centers serve as foundational

institutions for cultivating art, culture, and local spiritual identity in Chiang Rai.

Keywords: Buddhist Art, Chiang Rai City of Art, Learning Centers, Local Identity
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