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Abstract

This research paper entitled ‘Buddhist Perspectives on Euthanasia in Modern
Thai Society’ aimed at (1) to study the euthanasia, and (2) to study Buddhist
perspectives on euthanasia in modern Thai society. This research is a qualitative
research based on the Buddhist scriptures and views of scholars as well as the relevant
documents from the Public Health Department, Ministry of Public Health.

The results of the research were found that the concept of euthanasia
among Thai people is different. Because there are still no applicable laws as other
countries did, there appears only the National Health Act 2007, Section 12, which
illustrates the person’s volition to determine the treatment of the patients in their last
period of life. Buddhist perspectives concerning with euthanasia in modern Thai society
are considered being unwholesome act for the reason that any killing violates the first
precept, a refraining from any killing of human lives. In addition, the palliative care
should be undertaken till his last breathing.

Keywords: Euthanasia, Buddhism and euthanasia
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