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Abstract

This research had three objectives: 1) to study the state of urban environmental
problems in Nong Samet Subdistrict Municipality, 2) to analyze how Nong Samet Subdistrict
Municipality manages these environmental problems, and 3) to propose policy
recommendations for sustainable urban environmental management in Nong Samet
Subdistrict Municipality. This was a qualitative study employing the concepts of the sustainable
livable city, urban environmental management, sustainable development, public policy,
and public participation. Key informants totaled 36 people, comprising the mayor, sub-district
headmen (kamnan), municipal council members, municipal officials, village headmen,
the president and members of the local “Love the Earth” volunteer group, and residents
within the municipality's area, selected through purposive sampling. The researcher used
interpretive data analysis and collected field data through in-depth interviews and group
discussions. The findings showed that 1) Nong Samet Subdistrict Municipality is facing urban
environmental problems arising from its transition from an agricultural community to a semi-
urban community, which has produced two main categories of urban environmental problems:
(1) pollution and waste problems, including air pollution from rice-stubble burning, water
pollution from agricultural chemicals and wastewater discharged by business establishments,
as well as increasing volumes of household waste and litter in public areas as the community
expands; and (2) green space problems, with public parks lacking safety and adequate lighting.
2) Regarding the municipality's environmental management, it has implemented ongoing
measures such as issuing municipal ordinances to control wastewater, distributing organic-
waste bins, organizing community waste-collection activities, and maintaining public green
spaces. However, limitations remain in terms of authority, personnel, equipment, and legal
regulations that cover only new buildings, creating a gap between policy and actual
enforcement capacity. Based on these findings, this research proposes a sustainable urban
environmental management framework for semi-urban transition areas through 3) two main

policy recommendations (1) developing municipal ordinances to be genuinely enforceable and
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to cover existing establishments, not just new buildings, and (2) elevating public participation
from the status of “service recipients” to "participants in decision-making," through volunteer
networks and public forums, systematically and continuously. Both recommendations reflect
that sustainable urban environmental management in transition areas requires both legal
authority and public participation in order to sustainably close the gap between policy and
practice.

Keywords: Environmental management , Sustainable city , Local environmental administration,

Nong Samet Subdistrict Municipality
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