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Abstract

This academic paper examines the relationship between Man-made Law (Positive
Law) and Buddhist Dharmic principles within the context of seeking justice and fairness in
society.

The research findings demonstrate that secular laws and Buddhist principles
maintain a mutually supportive and complementary relationship. While legal systems
primarily focus on regulating external social order, Buddhist principles aim to cultivate inner
virtues. The study emphasizes that law, as a Man-made construct, faces inherent limitations
in certain instances where it may fail to achieve justice or equity due to the influence of
legislators or enforcement authorities who may be subject to the four biases (Agati):
prejudice stemming from desire (Chandagati), prejudice arising from aversion (Dosagati),
prejudice based on fear (Bhayagati), and prejudice resulting from delusion (Mohagati).
Conversely, Buddhist principles, functioning as a form of Natural Law, play a crucial role in
enhancing social justice, particularly through the Four Sublime States of Mind
(Brahmaviharas): loving-kindness (Metta), compassion (Karuna), sympathetic joy (Mudita),
and equanimity (Upekkha). The Buddhist conception of justice demonstrates significant
aliecnment with Natural Law theory, especially regarding the principle that law should be
founded upon morality and inherent natural justice in accordance with the Rule of Law.

The development of legal systems that integrate Buddhist principles would lead
toward establishing Restorative Justice frameworks, which prioritize healing, reconciliation,

and relationship restoration rather than retributive punishment.

Keywords: Law; Buddhist Principles; Justice; Rule of Law; Four Biases
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