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Abstract

The Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015) was enacted to regulate Illegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing. However, this law has led to disproportionate
penalties, adversely affecting small-scale fishing communities that struggle to comply with
stringent requirements. This study analyzes the legal issues and social impacts of the
ordinance, linking them to Buddhist principles such as the Middle Way (Majjhimapatipada),
the principle of loving-kindness (Metta), and the principle of wisdom (Pafia) to propose legal
amendments that ensure greater balance.

The findings indicate that Section 123 of the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558
does not distinguish between commercial and small-scale fisheries, resulting in negative
consequences for small-scale fishers. Therefore, amendments to Section 123 are necessary to
clearly differentiate between commercial and small-scale fishing in cases of legal violations.
Aligning law enforcement with Buddhist principles and the rule of law will promote fairness

and the sustainability of marine resources.
Keywords: Fisheries Law, Proportionality, Buddhist Principles, Rule of Law, Sustainability
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