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MODEL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUKDAHAN PROVINCE AS A SPECIAL ECONOMIC
ZONE AND GATEWAY TO INDOCHINA

Thitiya Phongpanichthada, Nattawat Siriphornwut

Abstract

This research aimed to study: 1) geographical and logistical factors, 2) economic
factors, and 3) policy factors affecting the development pattern of the Mukdahan Special
Economic Zone, the Gateway to Indochina; and 4) to propose a development pattern for the
Mukdahan Special Economic Zone, the Gateway to Indochina. The study employed a
qualitative research methodology, applying Grounded Theory as the research approach. Key
informants, totaling 22 individuals, were purposively selected from four sectors, namely the
public sector, the private business sector, the political sector, and the citizen sector. Data
were collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews together with non-participant
observation, and data credibility was verified using the Triangulation Technique. Data were
analyzed through content analysis and presented descriptively.

The research findings revealed that: 1) Geographical and logistical factors affecting
the development pattern included the province's location along the East-West Economic
Corridor, transportation linkages with neighboring countries, the abundance of natural
resources, which were conducive to trade, investment, and the province's role as a regional
logistics hub. 2) Economic factors included the province's economic structure encompassing
trade, services, agriculture, and industry; investment from both the public and private sectors;
the volume of exports and imports within the area. 3) Policy factors included tax incentives,
government policies related to border special economic zones, and support from government
agencies and local administrative organizations. 4) The development pattern for the Mukdahan
Special Economic Zone was an integrated development model comprising seven core
components: 4.1) enhancing trade and investment competitiveness for international
connectivity, serving as the core driver 4.2) upgrading agricultural standards 4.3) developing
tourism based on the Mekong River way of life, serving as a value enhancer 4.4) developing
sustainable livable cities and communities, serving as a foundation for development 4.5)
managing natural resources and the environment serving as a sustainability condition 4.6)
strengthening border security serving as a stability builder and 4.7) applying the Four
Sangahavatthu principles to enhance participation benefit-sharing and relationships among the
government business sector and community serving as a relationship-connecting mechanism
encompassing joint conceptualization planning implementation benefit-sharing monitoring
and evaluation in order to achieve balanced fair and sustainable development.

Keywords: Special Economic Zone; Mukdahan Province; Gateway to Indochina;
Development Pattern; Four Sangahavatthu (Sangahavatthu 4)
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